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Will the EU take the opportunity to criminalise the worst harms to ecosystems - “ecocide” - a 

key root cause of climate and ecological breakdown?  Over 200 organisations have endorsed a 

position paper calling for inclusion of a crime of ecocide in the revised EU Directive on 

protection of the environment through criminal law.  

 

The paper, submitted to EU agencies by the Stop Ecocide Foundation, proposes inclusion of 

a standalone article in the Directive setting out an offence of ecocide to cover “severe and 

either widespread or long-term damage to the environment”.  If adopted into the revised 

directive, this could enable member states to prosecute the worst environmental harms which 

are not specifically addressed as serious crimes in any EU member state at present. 

 

The EU’s economic and social committee has endorsed the move and other committees may 

do so too.  

 

– JOIN US AT 09:00 CEST ON 26th OCTOBER TO FIND OUT MORE – 
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